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Vorüberlegungen

Ideenbörse Englisch Sekundarstufe II, Ausgabe 47, 03/2011

Figureheads of the British Empire

Lernziele:

• Die Schülerinnen und Schüler kennen Namen und wesentliche biografische Stationen von sechs engli-
schen Persönlichkeiten: Francis Drake, John Smith, James Cook, Robert Clive, Cecil Rhodes und Winston 
Churchill.

• Im Rahmen der Vorbereitung von Referaten üben sie die Recherche zu diesen Personen mit Bezug auf das 
Thema “British Empire”.

• Sie trainieren Vortragstechniken und erweitern ihren Wortschatz.

Anmerkungen zum Thema:

Das vorgestellte Material kann von den Schülerinnen und Schülern in Form von Folien direkt für Kurzvor-
träge zu den genannten Persönlichkeiten genutzt werden. 

Die Vorgaben von Daten, Orten, Namen und Zitaten von oder über diese Personen stellen eine Art “Gerüst” 
dar, das die Schüler mithilfe eigener Recherchen füllen müssen. Ein “copy & paste”-Vorgehen bei der Refe-
raterstellung ist damit ausgeschlossen. Jedes Referat sollte etwa 10 bis 20 Minuten dauern. 

Literatur zur Vorbereitung:

Wende, Peter: Das britische Empire: Geschichte eines Weltreichs, 2009, ISBN: 3406570739

Hinweis: 

Da die Schüler ihre Kurzvorträge eigenständig erarbeiten sollen, entfällt bei dieser Unterrichtseinheit der Ab-
schnitt “Unterrichtsplanung”. Dafür werden auf den folgenden Seiten die “Auflösungen” zu den Angaben auf 
den Folienvorlagen mitgegeben.

 Arbeitsmaterialien Sekundarstufe 

Hauptschule, Realschule, Gymnasium: Konzepte, Arbeitsblätter, Kopiervorlagen, Unterrichtsentwürfe  
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Vorüberlegungen

Figureheads of the British Empire

Francis Drake (vgl. Texte und Materialien M 1)

... was an English pirate and explorer. After five years of plundering in the Spanish Caribbean from 1567 
to 1572 he was sponsored by Elizabeth I for an expedition to the Pacific. His circumnavigation of the 
world (1577-1580) was the second after that of Magellan. During the attack of the Spanish Armada (1588) 
he was responsible for the effective counter attack of the English navy.

Dates: 

1540: year of birth
1577: start of his circumnavigation of the world 
1580: return from the circumnavigation of the world 
1588: Drake was responsible for the victory against the Spanish Armada 
1596: year of death

Places: 

Devon: his birthplace
San Juan de Ulúa: on his first voyage to the West Indies Drake and his men were attacked by the Spanish 
there
Plymouth: in 1581 Drake was made mayor of Plymouth
Pacific Ocean: Drake and his crew crossed the Pacific Ocean in 1579
Portobello: Drake died while anchored off the coast of Portobello

Names:

The Golden Hind: Drake’s flagship during his circumnavigation of the world (1577-1580)
Queen Elizabeth: Elizabeth gave him a privateering commission; i.e. a license to plunder in Spanish 
America
Thomas Doughty: leader of a rebellion of his crew against him
New Albion: name that he gave the newly discovered lands north of San Francisco
Buckland Abbey: country house which Drake bought for himself

Quotation:

“the master-thief of the unknown world” (attributed to the Spanish ambassador in England)
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Vorüberlegungen

Ideenbörse Englisch Sekundarstufe II, Ausgabe 47, 03/2011

Figureheads of the British Empire

John Smith (vgl. Texte und Materialien M 2)

He was one of the colonists at Jamestown, the first permanent English settlement in North America. 
He was captured by the Indians and – according to his own account – saved from certain death by Poca-
hontas, the daughter of an Indian chief. Smith’s accounts of the New World were widely read and contrib-
uted to the rapid colonization of North America.

Dates: 

1580: year of birth
1607: arrival in Chesapeake Bay
1608: president of the Jamestown Colony
1614: voyage to New England
1631: year of death

Places: 

Hungary: fighting against the Turks as a soldier in Hungary
Chesapeake Bay: place of arrival in America
Jamestown: settlement of which Smith became president
New England: the destination of Smith’s second voyage

Names:

Virginia Company: company that financed his voyage
Powhatan Confederacy: Indian tribal union
Pocahontas: 13-year-old daughter of the Indian chief Wahunsonacock who (according to Smith) saved him 
from being killed

Quotation:

“And here in Florida, Virginia, New-England and Canada is more land than all the people in Christendome 
can manure; and yet more to spare than all the natives of those Countries can use and cultivate. The natives 
are only too happy to share: If this be not a reason sufficient to such tender consciences; for a copper kettle 
and a few toys; as beads and hatchets; they will sell you a whole Country.”

(“Advertisements for the Unexperienced Planters of New England,” London, 1631; zitiert nach:
http://www.williamsburgprivatetours.com/Captain%20John%20Smith%20quotes.htm)
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